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the duties kaid off the other enumerated articles in your bitl, except biliiard tables, we agree that
elocks and mahogany.furniture, looking glafles, and ready made cloaths and apparel, fhould be
rerained at the five per cent; ad valorem, and that all other articles of this clafs in your bill
fhould fail under the two and a-half per cent-duty. The duty on horfes is proper in our opinion,
witn an exception as to {tud horfes and brood mares, which will be neceffary to improve the breed
of this ufeful animal, and prevent it from degenerating. We think billiard tables, being an
atticle not eafily coaccaled, and deferving the difcouragement of the legiflature, ought to pay a
duty o firteen pounds each. It appears to us that rum, or other digilled fpirit made in any of
the United States, and imported into this ftate, ought to bear an equal duty with the fame arti-
c.e brought from any other part of the world, both becaufe, without this provifion, we are ap-
prehenltve the duty on all fpirits will be evaded, and becaule it is good policy to decreafe the
rmporiaiion and ufe of this article, fo extremely pernicious to our citizens, and the fpirit diftil-
les in America being generally more noxious than wht is made elfewhzre, there is the ftronger
reafon to impole a cuty on it; indeed we would agree to a much higher duiy upon diftilled fpirit
than is propoled by your bill, but we fear this would introduce fmugy'iny, and that we fhould fail
in our objedt.  We are of opinion, that falt ought to pay a duty of fix-pence per bufhel, with
this proviio, that a duty equal, or within two-pence per buihel of what is impofed in this ftate,
te laid in the ftates of Virginia, Delaware and Pennfylvania, of which the governor to be re-
queited to make inquiry, and fignify the re{ult to the feveral naval cfficers, who fhall colle@ the
f:1d duty upon the governar’s certificate that duties are laid as aforefaid in tue faid ftates, other-
wiie not. It appeais to us that the premium given upen the importation of money will not bz an
inducement to bring «nj into the ftate, but that under this part of the a& perfons may, by fraud,
derive a benehit to themielves, without complying with the intention of the legiflaturc ; we there-
fore think tha: this claufe ought to be ftruck out. We think the time for redecming goods
taken, in the cale mentioned 1n the ninth page of your bill, is too fhort; we propofe, it be ex-
tznded to ten days, It is the opinion of this houfz, that allowing drawbacks upon the exporta-~
tion of foreign merchandife, is liable to be abufed, and that no commercial advantages can be
expelled 1o be deriveld to the ftate from th's encouragement to export, which will in any degree
compenfate for the lcfs of revenue by claims of the drawbacks. It can never be the intereft of
any neighbouring ftate to iziport from this Hate, if the bufinefs is fairly condufted ; if indeed a
¢rawdack is given here, ard the duty is evaded when the goods are carried in {mall veflels to a
neighbouring flate, itmay induce their traders to import into our ports, but as this pra@ice may
te rec:rocal, we fhal gain nothing by it, and if we did, we efteem it inconfiftent with principles
which cugre to zmvern the lepiflature, to countenance fuch evafions. We therefore difagree to
taepartor your bill allowing drawbacks, and to thofe parts which are connc&ed with it. We
thick the cutics ought to be paid into the trezfury by the naval officers quarterly, mcnezy is much
wanted; and the advantige. to the {tate of a fpredy receipr, much cverbalances the iroutle to the
officers occafioned by tnis alteration. To execute your intention of colle&ing duties upon articles
brought inzo :he ftate by land, it will be neceflary that an officer be appointed for {uch places
upon the caltern fthore as are moft convenient to the land communications betweren Pennfylvania,
Delaware, and this ttate, and that all goods brought into this ftate by land, fthould be entered
with cne of thofe officers, and the duties paid, or fecured to be paid, and to give the officers
power to {zizz any coods which may pafs by the places where fuch offices may be kept, or which
in:y be carried out of the ufual tra&t of communication to evade entry ; if thefe provifions are hot
m.de, laying the cuty will be fruidefs, It is reprefented to this houfe, that the payment of du-
tizs is often evaded by goods being taken from large into fmall veflels, and landed from fuch
{mall viilt s 5 aprovitien cught to be made to guard againft this fraud, and we fubmit whether a
forfeicure of zoods and veflzis would not be a proper penalty to prevent the pra&ice.

There are teveral fmall alterations neceffary to make the language of the bill correfpond with
the defign, to wit, in the 1{t page and 6th line, after ¢¢ flate” infert ¢ by water or land.”” In
the 6:h page and 1ft Jine, after ¢ landed,” infert * expofed to fale.” In the 7th page, ad line,
sfter ¢ fta.e” inferc ©* asafurc(ai).”  In fame page, 4th line, after ¢ arrive” infert ¢ or the place
where rhe goads may pais.”  In the 13th page, 4th line, after *¢ flate” infert ° or brought as
aforefaid.” In the 14th page, 3. line, ftrike out ¢ or” and infert ¢ and.”

- Being dcfircus of zvoiding all difcuffions upon the point of privilege, we have chofen to point
nut our objz&ions to your bill by this mode of communication, rather than by propofing amend-
ments in tne ufu:l way, and fhall be very zlad if you fhould approve our propofitions, and fend
us a bul drawa contormably to them, that we may have an opportunity of pafling it, by which
the great oljeclions to the prefent aék for impofing duties will be removed ; but if the alterations

and additions which we have propofed are not in f{ubfance adopted, wo fhall be conftrained to
diflent to your bill, and have fent it for reconfideration,

1

By order, J. DORSEY, clk.
Which was read. :

‘ -
On the fecond reading the petition of Frederick Green, the queftion was put, That the houfe
reject the faid petition?  Refolved in the affirmative, ‘

The fupplement to the a&l, eatitled, An a& to prevent the exportation of unmerchantable
todacco, was read the fecond time and pafled, fent to the fenate by Mr. Waggaman.

The houfe adjourns till to.morrow morning g o’clock.

SATUR.
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